
Whiskey Rebellion 

Title the next page in your 
journal this…. 



You are about to watch a silent clip.  
While watching the clip, jot down 
suggestions and ideas about what 
you think is happening in your 

journals. 

 

We’ll discuss afterwards.  



The Whiskey Rebellion 

 To raise money for the Treasury, Congress approved a tax 
on all liquor made and sold in the United States.  Hamilton 
wanted this tax to raise money for the Treasury.  Instead, the 
new tax sparked a rebellion that tested the strength of the new 
government. 

 
A Hated Tax 

Like many Americans, backcountry farmers grew corn.  
However, corn was bulky and hard to haul over rough roads.  
Instead, farmers converted their corn into whiskey.  Barrels of 
whiskey could be shipped more easily to the markets in the 
east. 

Backcountry framers hated the tax on whiskey.  Many 
refused to pay it.  They compared it tot eh taxes Britain had 
forced on the colonies. 

In 1794, when officials in western Pennsylvania tried to 
collect the tax, farmers rebelled.  Thousands marched in protest 
through the streets in Pittsburgh.  They sang Revolutionary 

songs and tarred and feathered the tax collectors. 
 



The Whiskey Rebellion 

 A Show of Strength 
Washington responded quickly.  He called up the militia 

and dispatched them to Pennsylvania.  When the rebels heard 
that thousands of troops were marching against them, they 
fled back to their farms.  Hamilton wanted the leaders of the 
rebellion executed, but Washington disagreed and pardoned 
them.  He believed that the government had shown its strength 
to all.  Now, it was time to show mercy. 

The Whiskey Rebellion tested the will of the new 
government.  Washington’s quick response proved to 
Americans that their new government would act firmly in 
times of crisis.  The President also showed that those who 
disagreed with the government that violence would not be 

tolerated. 
 



Discussion Questions 

Why was the U.S. Government collecting 
taxes?  

 

How did the taxes affect Pennsylvania 
farmers? 

 

What precedents (examples) did Washington 
establish with this rebellion?  

 



Do both in your journal… 

•Write the 5W’s for the Whiskey Rebellion. 
 
•Writing reflection:  
How did the Whiskey Rebellion define the 

authority of the Federal government?  



Venn Diagram 

• With your table group, complete a Venn Diagram 
comparing and contrasting Shays Rebellion 
(American Nation p. 204) and the Whiskey 
Rebellion (American Nation p. 282). 

 Shay’s Rebellion 
Pg. 204 

Whiskey Rebellion 
Pg. 282 


